
 Festival Information  

NW Festival: March 6 and 7, 2010  

      9:00-5:00 pm Saturday, 12:00 -5:00 pm Sunday 

      Set-up Friday, March 5, 3:00-8:00 pm 

      Merrillville High School, Merrillville 

NE Festival:  March 13 and 14, 2010  

      9:00-7:00 pm Saturday, 12:00 -5:00 pm Sunday 

      Set-up Friday, March 12, 2:00-8:00 pm 

      Tear Down, Sunday, March 14, 5:00-7:00 pm 

      Grand Wayne Center, Fort Wayne 

Wabash Festival:  March 27, 2010  

      9:00-4:00 pm Saturday 

      Honeywell Center, Wabash 

New this Year: NE Festival Packets will be emailed!  

Next FAME Board Meeting  

¶ Thursday, February 11, 2010 

¶ Allen County Public Library, 5:00 pm, Meeting Room A 

¶ Call ahead to pick up festival packet at meeting 481-0545 
 
Your Students can be Stars  

The FAME Festival is a wonderful opportunity for your singing, 
dancing, recorder, drama, or bell choir group to show off their 
talents and receive recognition for their efforts in an exciting 
venue. If you do not have a choir bring one of your best music 
classes.  The time slots are just 20 minutes but you do not 
need to fill the entire time slot.  The kids have fun performing 
on the big stage in the Grand Wayne Center and then they 
have a lot of exciting things to see and make at the Imaginar-
ium.  You still have time to enter you students.   Check in at 
info@famearts.org.  This is an event that your students will 
remember for a very long time. Don't miss the chance for your 
students to be stars in the city of Ft. Wayne.  
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FAME Festivals  

Visiting Artist Requests: call Kim Brown 260-437-4015. 

 Registration Deadlines  

¶ January 31, 2010  NW and NE Festivals 

¶ February 15, 2010 Wabash Festival 

 
   Registration Forms are available at www.famearts.org. 

SPRING 2010  V 20.2 

Visiting Artists 2010 

 

Children of Plock 
Polish Dance Ensemble 

Chikuen Kato 
Japanese Sumie 

Three Wandering Brothers 
German Folk Band 

mailto:info@famearts.org


Change  
We are growing and changing. With memberships submitted in the fall, we are 
now able to offer you by email an extensive FAME directory (email coming 
soon). We currently are 62 FAME schools from 21 school districts. In total, 169 
arts specialist have registered as FAME members.  Record number of FAME 
Schools are participating in the FAME programs this Fall. Fusion of Concert 
Colors ï 33 schools, Composition Project ï 20 schools, FAME Fabulous Fly-
ers ï 42 schools. Registrations are flying in for the festival (50 schools) and 
visiting artists (36 schools). We found that late festival registrants last year 
happily accepted email festival packets. This year, we will send all participant 
packets by email, so you can easily individualize the festival certificates. We 
are in the process of totally revamping the website for the Spring festivals. We 
hope the website becomes your channel for communicating with the FAME 
office, other FAME Members and artists in the community. I thoroughly enjoy 
serving you as executive director and camp director. Please keep in touch. 
See you at the workshop in February and the March festivals! 

Notes from Dorothy  
As parents raise a child they want that child to grow up and be independent to 
fly and be successful.  This is what has happened to FAME in the past 23 
years.  Mike Schmid and I as co-founders had the vision to gather other arts 
educators together to form FAME to highlight the creativity of children to the 
public.  Now, after reaching 3,000,000 children and adults with our 7 arts pro-
gram, FAME  has matured to a level where we can leave the leadership of 
FAME to a new generation of passionate arts educators, who will ñfly and be 
successfulò for the next 25 years and more. 
FAME now has a new board structure crafted by board members under the 
talented counsel of Mike Stone.  

FAME now has a beautiful office at the Rhinehart Music Center IPFW. 
FAME now has a  working staff:  Executive Director, Beth Peter; Office Admin-
istrator, Kim Brown and Grant Writer, Judy Thomas. 

FAME now has a new slate of officers:  President, Jill Dougherty, music spe-
cialist, Vice President, Heather Miller, art specialist; Recording Secretary, 
Kate Hudson; Corresponding Secretary, Diana Bartscht; Treasurers: Monica 
Bradley and Patty Houser. 

I will remain on the board as past president to make the transition easier and 
take the chair for the Resource/Development Committee.  We have a powerful 
team of board and community members: Diana Bartscht, Suzanne Ginty, 
Susan Huller, Kim Grant, Jill Dougherty and Heather Miller. 
It has been a pleasure and a joy to see FAME grow and succeed from a seed 
of an idea, whose time was ripe for growth.  Now, it is up to the new crop of 
enthusiastic arts education advocates to creatively develop and grow FAME to 
new and exciting heights.  One voice, one idea, one passionate goal, multi-
plied by many has brought about FAME as it is today.  The arts must be a vital 
part of every childôs education.  FAMEôs mission still is relevant: 
 To foster and perpetuate creativity through multicultural arts education.   
We believe  in the value and power of the arts to kindle the imagination, en-
courage creative thinking and enhance human development. Our vision:  Em-
power teachers to nurture artistic creativity; Celebrate the artist in every child 
and develop pathways to explore the arts; Understand and appreciate diverse 
cultures through experiences with indigenous art forms; Make the arts enjoy-
able and a part of everyday life.  Dorothy Kittaka 

Beth Kulow  
Executive Director 

Dorothy  
Kittaka  

Past President 

Jill Dougherty 
Board President 

Why  is it when someone says, "Hello", someone else is saying, "Goodbye"? 

Does it always have to be like this?  I do not believe it does! Yes, Dorothy Kittaka 
is saying "Goodbye" to the leadership of FAME, but just between you and me, she 
is giving me some great direction! Even though her title has changed, her pres-
ence is still vibrant.  

     I believe in the power of the arts.   
I believe arts make a difference in our world.  

I believe FAME makes a difference in the lives of people within our community. 
  

     Now that you know what I believe, I would like to introduce myself. My name is 
Jill Dougherty and I have agreed to act as the president of FAME for the next two 
years. I am happily married; we have three adult children and two dogs; I teach 
within the Fort Wayne Community School system; I am passionate about my faith 
and the arts....in that order. I love working with children and enjoy the pure energy 
they bring to life. Our family has raised four Leader Dog puppies for the Blind, 
traveled to various places, and enjoys a vast variety of music styles. 
     It is my hope that FAME will continue to move forward touching the lives of 
many more people through the positive power of the arts. Will you continue to 
work with us to make a difference in our world? Our youth are counting on us! 
Together, we can grow stronger through the arts. 
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Welcome  
Heather Miller was recently elected as Vice President of FAME. 
She lives in Auburn where she teaches art classes after school 
in her private studio to the children of her community. We are 
glad to have a representative from FAME in DeKalb County. 
  
For the past eight years Heather has served as the art special-
ist at Oak Farm Montessori School in Avilla, Indiana. Before 
Heather arrived at Oak Farm, there were no fine arts programs. 
She started as a helpful mom who brought art lessons into the 
classroom on a periodic basis. She now holds classes in a 
renovated industrial building just steps away from the Oak 
Farm campus. 
  
Heather is also working hard to establish herself as an artist as 
well as an author of childrenôs books. The Marion Street Gallery 
in Oak Park, Illinois represents her artwork. She has authored 
over thirty childrenôs books. The most recent of which is titled, 
Subway Ride. 
  
When asked why she decided to take on a leadership role with 
FAME Heather explained, ñI have been a big fan of the FAME 
foundation for many years. When I was a teenager I drove my 
younger brother and sister to the festival. We all looked forward 
to March. We all still remember the projects created when we 
visited the Imaginarium. (I remember fish prints using real fish 
and cherry blossom paintings!) During my first couple of years 
as a teacher I really counted on the FAME cultural focus to give 
my art program a stable foundation.ò 
  
Heather is determined to continue developing arts programs for 
children in her community. ñThe value of arts education is price-
less. In the classroom I get to see first-hand the powerful im-
pact the arts can have on students. As a representative of 
FAME I am thrilled to work with a group of highly motivated 
educators and arts advocates who share the same passion for 
developing quality arts programming for children.  I am very 
excited to be a part of this organization.ò  

Heather Miller 
Board  

Vice-President 

FAME Remembers  
Karen and John ñJackò McArdle 
On Friday, December 11, 2009 Jack and Karen McArdle of Au-

burn passed away as a result of a target car accident.  FAME 

board member, Diane McArdleôs husband, Jerry, is the brother 

of Jack, who was an anesthesiologist at DeKalb Memorial Hos-

pital in Auburn, IN.  His wife, Karen McArdle was a Professor of 

Fine Arts at the University of Saint Francis for the past 10 

years. She was a successful artist and in recent years explored 

various artistic mediums such as silk screen, woodcutting and 

jewelry making, creating wedding rings for many of her rela-

tives. FAME extends our sympathy to the McArdle family for 

their great loss. 



     Perhaps the first question that Corporate America might ask in their 

interviewing process is, ñWhat Fine Arts classes did you take in high 

school or college?ò Why such a question?  Corporate America is look-

ing for highly skilled individuals possessing the 21st Century Skills. 

What are the 21st Century Skills and how do those skills and Fine Arts 

relate? 21st Century Skills are a skill set identified and desired by Cor-

porate America. Skills such as creativity and innovation; critical think-

ing and problem solving; communication and collaboration; media and 

technology skills; life and career skills are the agreed upon aptitudes 

for our corporate world. Unquestionably these skills are necessary for 

a successful future in any walk of life. Whether you choose a career in 

the corporate world, the field of education, medical arena, fine arts, 

armed services or a plethora of job possibilities these skills are longed 

for by any and all employers. Agreeably, within our perspective jobs, 

we would rather work with someone possessing these learned skills. 

     How exactly do the arts fulfill and develop these specific skills? As 

a member of the FAME Executive Board, I, along with others, will be 

addressing each skill set and how the arts fulfill them. 

 

Communication and Collaboration  

     Within the arts, communication is expected. Whether it is excite-

ment, sadness, joy, anger, solitude, or a host of other emotions, the 

arts possess commanding communication abilities. After the first at-

tack of the strings in an orchestral arrangement, listeners have no 

doubt that emotional communication or tone has been established. 

Communication happens from the player with their instrument as well 

as from the instruments to the listeners. Creative sound, whether vocal 

or instrumental, is impressively strong as it transmits messages from 

human to human. Dance, drama and art all share similarities with the 

music field. Each holds transmittable powers using multiple communi-

cative styles. When was the last time you purchased a ticket to a con-

cert, drama, play or ballet? What did those artists do that transformed 

you? They communicated with you. Some used words, others actions, 

yet others sound and movement.  Collaboratively, they worked with 

other like-minded artists to create a powerful setting which conveyed 

messages to their audience. They removed us from the common to the 

uncommon. The unexpected nature of our emotional gambit allows our 

humanity to fully feel. Human emotions separate us from mechanical 

mechanisms into spiritual organisms. We feel, therefore, we have 

been touched emotionally through the arts. 

21st  
Century 

Skills  
Jill Dougherty 
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Northeast 2009-10 Calendar 
February 11, 2010: Festival Packet Pick Up  
 ACPL Main Branch, Room A, 5:00 pm 
February 22 -26, 2010: Visiting Artist  
 Chikuen Kato 
March 1 -19, 2010:  Visiting Artists  
 Children of Plock Dance Ensemble 
March 12, 13 and 14, 2010: NE FAME Festival  
 Grand Wayne Center, Fort Wayne 
March 15 -19, 2010: Visiting Artists  
 Three Wandering Brothers 

Culture Kits 
FAME Office; IPFW Music Building:  
 Beth Peter (260) 481-0545 (new) 
Haverhill Elementary (SW Fort Wayne):  
 Melissa Swaidner (260) 431-2201 
University of Saint Francis:  
 Amy Schreiber (260) 434-7591 
Northwest Elementary (Decatur):  
 Susan Sprunger (260) 724-3633 

     This year, 35 selected North-
east Indiana area Fourth Grade 
FAMEous student composers are 
collaborating with FAMEôs Com-
poser-In-Residence, David Crowe 
to create a musical composition 
inspired by themes from FAMEôs 
2009-10 cultural focus, The Amaz-
ing Race Through The Arts: Gera, 
Germany; Plock, Poland; and Ta-
kaoka, Japan.  
     During project sessions, the 
student composers met for compo-
sition and ñcomposiumò sessions 
with David Crowe and with Wendy 
Bloom, FAME Project Coordinator.  
They composed and notated their 
very own musical signature com-
positions. They collaborated about 
how their musical ideas will be or-
chestrated into a final project com-
position. During one of these 
ñcomposiumò sessions the student 

composers actively participated in a 
creative movement lesson facilitated 
by Joellen Wojtowicz, director of the 
Fort Wayne Ballet Youth Company.  
They were encouraged to consider 
how their musical ideas for the com-
position will impact and inspire dance 
movements to be created and per-
formed by the Youth Company ballet. 
     Mr. Crowe will score the finished 
composition then he will meet for a 
final ñcomposiumò with the student 
composers and their parents to ana-
lyze their musical ideas in the finished 
composition.  The piece will be per-
formed by The Fort Wayne Philhar-
monic and the Fort Wayne Ballet 
Youth Company, at the Celebration of 
Youth Concert, at the FAME North-
east Festival, on Sunday, March 14, 
at 3:00 P.M., at the Anthony Wayne 
Ballroom, in the Grand Wayne Center, 
Fort Wayne.  

FAME Philharmonic Composition Project  

Composing 
with Wendy 

Bloom  

Fusion of Concert Colors  
Diane McArdle, chair of the FAME Fusion of Concert Colors organized the 

opening of the artwork of over 300 paintings of young artists from 34 

schools at the Ian and Mimi Rolland Gallery at the University of St. Francis 

on Saturday, December 12, 2009.  The reception and award ceremony rec-

ognized the winners from each grade level from K-6.  This year, for the first 

time, the blue ribbon winner for each of the 6 grade levels will have full color 

poster printed to advertise the FAME Festival in all of the FAME Festival 

sites:  Merrillville FAME Northwest, March 6-7. 2010; Fort Wayne FAME 

Northeast, March 13-14, 2010 and Wabash FAME Festival, March 27, 

2010.  The music that inspired the young students was Rain Coming by the 

Japanese composer Toru Takemitsu.  The Fort Wayne Philharmonic will 

perform the piece while the images of all 300 student works are projected 

on a giant screen.  

Mark the Date:  
FAME Summer Arts 
Camp:  
July 25-30, 2010 (gr 6-8) 
August 1-6, 2010(gr 2-5) 
 
FAME Benefit:  
May 2010, Date TBA 



FAME Fusion of Concert Colors  
 2009-2010 Ribbon Winners  

 
Kindergarten  
Blue Ribbon and Poster:   Jakobe Kidd    Arlington - FWCS 
Red Ribbon:      Lorena Carmona  Northwest -  North Adams 
White Ribbon:      Chase Cornett    Monmouth - North Adams 
White Ribbon:      Emily Snyder    Wayne Center ï East Noble 
Honorable Mention:     Abraham Beadner   Eel River - NACS 
 
1st Grade 
Blue Ribbon and Poster:   Isaac Krueger    Haverhill - SACS 
Red Ribbon:     Luke Kister     Perry Hill - NACS 
White Ribbon:     Kolton Noonan    Monmouth - North Adams 
Honorable Mention:    Alec Dornseif     Covington - SACS 
 
2nd Grade 
Blue Ribbon and Poster:   Tyler Bott    Arcola - NACS 
Red Ribbon:     Jazmine Hardy   Arlington - FWCS 
White Ribbon:     Caleb Zeckzer   Cent Lutheran - New Haven 
Honorable Mention:    Austin Hull   South Side ï East Noble 
Honorable Mention:    Seth McKinney   Royerton - Delcom 
Honorable Mention:    Vianna Riddle   Haley - FWCS 
Honorable Mention:    MaKenna Krick   Monmouth - Decatur 
 
3rd Grade 
Blue Ribbon and Poster:   Carissa Garcia    Arcola - NACS 
Red Ribbon:     Madison Claycomb  Haley - FWCS 
White Ribbon:     Ariel Valle   Monmouth - North Adams 
White Ribbon:     Madeline Koos   Highland Terrace - EACS 
Honorable Mention:    Anna Ward    Hoagland - EACS 
Honorable Mention:    Henry Hughes    Arlington - FWCS 
Honorable Mention:  Jessica Bryan   Royerton - Delcom 
 
4th Grade  
Blue Ribbon and Poster:   Lydia Fenoglio   Oak View - NACS 
Red Ribbon:     Rachel Hammes   Deer Ridge - SACS 
White Ribbon:     Wes Davis     Deer Ridge - SACS 
White Ribbon:     Tetyana Humphreys  Deer Ridge - SACS 
White Ribbon:     Morgan Beasley    Hickory Center - NACS 
Honorable Mention:    Breanne Morgan    Highland Terrace - EACS 
Honorable Mention:    Delaney Lewis    Deer Ridge - SACS 
Honorable Mention:    Rebecca Rollings    Perry Hill - NACS 
Honorable Mention:    Zai Rea Fields    St. Joseph Central - FWCS 
 
5th Grade 
Blue Ribbon and Poster:     Sarah Bleeke     Whispering Meadows - SACS 
Red Ribbon:     Dalton Moore   Waynedale - FWCS 
White Ribbon:     Ryan Desper   Wayne Center ï East Noble 
Honorable Mention:    Rachel Waycott  Eaton - Del Com 
Honorable Mention:    Tori Thurman     Perry Hill - NACS 

Please plan to attend the concert at the NE Fame Festival on Sunday, 
March 14th at 3:00 p.m.  at the Grand Wayne Center. The Ft. Wayne Phil-
harmonic will perform Rain Coming  by Toru Takemitsu.  This piece was the 
inspiration for the art work. Fusion paintings from all the FAME schools will 
be displayed on a large screen slideshow while the FW Philharmonic per-
forms Rain Coming.   




